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Scotch that Inehiquin sought to deal, and not in vain.
Munroe adhered to the coalition, but his adhesion was
kept a profound secret till the time came for action.
The idea seems to have been that so soon as Ormonde
arrived from France to take command in Ireland
Monk should be seized. "No attempt appears to have
been made to tamper with him. Though Ormonde
tempted Ooote and Jones, he knew Monk too well to be
ignorant that his sting could only be drawn by violence.

The danger was extreme, and the fate of the cause
hung in a balance. Besides the three English officers,
O'lSTeill and his Nationalists were all in Ireland that
were not in arms for the King. Across St. George's
Channel the Scots were already over the border with a
force so formidable that none could foresee the issue
when they and Cromwell met. Munroe held Carrick-
fergus and Belfast. Ormonde was on his way from
France, and if ever Charles had a chance it was now.
The fate of Ireland hung for the moment on Monk.
With Ulster in Ormonde's hands O'Neill's last chance
was gone, and Coote and Jones single-handed could
never hold out.

But from Monk's vigilance the danger could not be
concealed, and for him to know was to act. He saw his
duty, he saw his chance, and sharp and sudden he struck
his blow. One day in the middle of September Munroe
was in his quarters ready for the moment of action, when
suddenly there was a confused alarm, and before the
Scotchman well knew what it meant he found himself a
prisoner in the hands of Monk, and the towns of Belfast
and Carrickfergus in possession of the English and the
Old Scotch.had never forgiven Charles for his attempted alliance
